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HALLS CREEK - SOCIAL ISSUES 

46. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Premier: 
I refer to the social crisis in Halls Creek and the belated ministerial and bureaucratic delegation to the town 
tomorrow.   

(1) How many of the following people are permanently located in Halls Creek - 

 (a) police officers; 

 (b) Department for Community Development officers; 

 (c) sports development officers; 

 (d) Homeswest officers; and 

 (e) mental health professionals? 

(2) How many houses has the Department of Housing and Works built for Aboriginal families in Halls 
Creek since 2001? 

(3) How many Government Employee Housing Authority houses have been built in the town since 2001?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the Leader of the National Party for the question and for his interest in this issue.  I welcome his interest 
in this issue and I welcome the amazing turnaround in the hitherto complete disinterest in this issue by the 
Liberal Party.  It has never been interested in it before, with the occasional exception. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Did I hear the member for Vasse utter something?  A very great historical event 
evoked a few simple words that sum up the member for Vasse: et tu Brutus?  He should look it up and see what I 
mean.  He had no hesitation in sticking the knife into the member for Kalgoorlie.  Given the circumstances, the 
member for Vasse would be advised to remain quiet.   

I turn to what is going on in Halls Creek, specifically in relation to the questions. 

(1) (a) As everybody knows, Western Australia Police is extremely reluctant to divulge the exact 
number of people it has in any one police station, and we all understand the reasons for that.  
The Western Australia Police has advised that due to sensitivities, specific information relating 
to staffing levels does not get released.  Resources are principally allocated at district level, 
and district superintendents deploy their resources within their district to provide the best 
possible policing service to meet operational requirements and the varying needs of the 
community.  The approved strength of the Kimberley police district is 155 police officers, 23 
Aboriginal liaison officers and nine police support staff.  The Kimberley police district 
provides a permanent police presence in Halls Creek and the number of people who are posted 
there is substantial.  Perhaps I can speak to the Leader of the National Party about that 
privately. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Weren’t you the Minister for Indigenous Affairs? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I was.   

 (b) There are currently five Department for Community Development officers living and working 
in Halls Creek - a team leader, a fieldworker, an administration worker and two childcare 
residential workers.  A sixth officer, another fieldworker, will join that team by the end of 
May. 

 (c) Nil. 

 (d) Through the Department of Housing and Works’ supported housing accommodation, 
Anglicare has a permanent support worker dedicated to providing support to Homeswest 
tenants.  This person is located permanently at the Department of Housing and Works’ office 
in Halls Creek, and a Homeswest accommodation manager based in Kununurra works from 
this office twice a week.  The Department of Housing and Works provides funding of 
$170 000 to the four town-based communities of Halls Creek to employ a housing manager 
located at the Yargee town-based community in Halls Creek. 

 (e) I do not have that information about mental health professionals yet.   
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(2) The Department of Housing and Works has constructed six dwellings in Halls Creek since 2001, 
comprising two by two-bedroom and four by three-bedroom properties.  Four of the six dwellings are 
occupied by Aboriginal families.  For Aboriginal communities on the outskirts of Halls Creek, the 
department has constructed 19 dwellings since 2001 - four at Munja, 13 at Mardiwah Loop and two at 
Nicholson Camp. 

(3) The Government Employees Housing Authority has constructed four three-bedroom and three two-
bedroom properties in Halls Creek since 2001.  It would be interesting to conduct an analysis of the five 
years previous to that. 

Mr Speaker, I take this issue very seriously.  Yes, I was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, and, yes, I am aware 
of the appalling circumstances in which people in some Aboriginal communities live.  It is a matter that has 
confounded governments in Western Australia for a long time.  However, if there is any suggestion that this 
government is not serious in addressing the issue, not only in Halls Creek but also more broadly in the Western 
Australian community, I want to put that concern to rest.  We as a government are probably more serious about it 
than any other government that Western Australia has had.  However, it is not a simple matter of replacing a 
washer in a tap and the problem being solved.  To anybody who has any knowledge of these matters, they are 
deeply complex, intertwined, social issues that are deeply cultural and historical.  They are very complicated 
issues that no government, local, state or commonwealth, can seek to address on their own - absolutely not!  If 
members consider, for example, the way in which welfare payments are made and the arguments that rage about 
that aspect, they will acknowledge that it is beyond the control of the state government and is a commonwealth 
government issue.  Other issues are within our capacity to influence, and we will do that to the best of our 
ability.  I expect that when the minister goes to Halls Creek tomorrow, she will be surprised by the lack of 
unanimity in expressions coming forward from that community.  Any member who believes that the Halls Creek 
community is speaking with one voice and that the members of that community all want the same thing is sadly 
mistaken.  Life is not like that in those communities.  There are different points of view.  There are people who 
believe that children should be separated from their families.  There are others who say that they should not.  
There are people who say that there should be a school hostel there. 

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  What’s your point of view, Premier? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There used to be a school hostel at Halls Creek, and it closed - possibly it closed when 
the member for Dawesville was the minister - because families would not use it.  These issues are very 
complicated and need a multifaceted approach.   

I have lived in Western Australia nearly all my life.  I have lived in the same areas as Aboriginal people.  I have 
been the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Sport and Recreation, Education and Training and so on.  Government 
efforts will come to nothing if a reciprocal effort is not made on behalf of the community.  The government 
cannot force people to step forward and take responsibility for their lives.  It must be a partnership arrangement. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You don’t concede defeat like that! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am not conceding defeat. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Yes, you did. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am explaining the reality to the member for Cottesloe, who knows what I say is true.  
The state government will do everything it possibly can, but it needs the community to step forward and take 
some responsibility itself.  If that does not happen, all effort is doomed to fail.  The Minister for Indigenous 
Affairs is going to Halls Creek tomorrow.  Do opposition members believe her going there will be a worthwhile 
experience?   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Probably not. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  So is the opposition saying that it will not grant her a pair?  It has cancelled pairs, has 
it not? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Don’t be childish! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Has the opposition cancelled pairs or not? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  How many more members have you got than we have? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We want the minister to go there tomorrow and the opposition will not give us a pair. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Mr Speaker, the member for Dawesville established some good initiatives when he 
had the opportunity.  Nearly every other member opposite who had that opportunity did not, and there is a deep 
sense of guilt among some of those members opposite because of that situation.  The rest of them know 
absolutely nothing about the issue.   
 


